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this is justified by humanitarian concerns or
is otherwise in the national interest. An esti-
mated 7,000 aliens were granted asylum dur-
ing FY 1993 under Section 208 of the Act.

In accordance with Section 101(a)(42) of
the Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)) and after ap-
propriate consultation with the Congress, I
also specify that, for FY 1994, the following
persons may, if otherwise qualified, be con-
sidered refugees for the purpose of admis-
sion to the United States within their coun-
tries of nationality or habitual residence:

a. Persons in Vietnam.
b. Persons in Cuba.
c. Persons in Haiti.
d. Persons in the former Soviet Union.
You are authorized and directed to report

this Determination to the Congress imme-
diately and to publish it in the Federal Reg-
ister.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:51 p.m., October 5, 1993]

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on October 7. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Strengthening America’s Shipyards
October 1, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the requirements of

section 1031 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1993 (Public
Law 102–484), I transmit herewith a report
entitled ‘‘Strengthening America’s Shipyards:
A Plan for Competing in the International
Market.’’

The U.S. shipbuilding industry is unsur-
passed in building the finest and most com-
plex naval vessels in the world. Now that the
Cold War has ended, these shipyards, like
many other defense firms, face a new chal-
lenge—translating their skills from the mili-
tary to the commercial market. Individual
shipyards already have begun to meet this
challenge. The enclosed report describes

steps that the Government is taking and will
take to assist their efforts. I look forward to
working with the Congress and the industry
to ensure a successful transition to a competi-
tive industry in a truly competitive market-
place.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 1, 1993.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on Emergency Assistance
to Earthquake Victims in India
October 1, 1993

The people of the United States are
shocked and saddened by the devastating
earthquake that has taken thousands of lives
and left thousands more homeless. I have di-
rected our Government to take immediate
action to help ease the suffering. I have also
asked Ambassador Ray Flynn to accompany
the supplies, to assess the situation, and re-
port back to me.

NOTE: The President’s statement was included in
a White House statement announcing that the
President had directed the Defense Department
and U.S. Agency for International Development
to provide humanitarian assistance to earthquake
victims in India. This item was not received in
time for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
October 2, 1993

Good morning. This week the good will
and hopefulness that surrounded the an-
nouncement of our health security plan con-
tinued to grow. A consensus is developing
that our central goal, comprehensive health
benefits for you and your family that can
never be taken away, is now within reach and
must be achieved. For the first time in our
lifetimes, the question before Congress is no
longer whether to provide health security but
how.
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Something unique is happening here in
Washington: A coalition is taking shape
across political boundaries, a coalition con-
cerned more with passing health care than
with scoring political points. And when the
Congress passes health care reform, it won’t
have a label that says Democrat or Repub-
lican, it will be delivered to you with a label
that says made in America.

This week as Congress began its delibera-
tions, health care reform and the American
people have had an extraordinary advocate
on their side, the First Lady. Before, in our
history, only Eleanor Roosevelt and Rosalynn
Carter have testified before Congress. I’m
proud of the intellect and compassion and
the leadership Hillary is bringing to this issue
and to our country. Her commitment to
health care is a human issue. She says to find
a solution, it must pass the ‘‘mom test,’’
something that she could explain to her
mother and her mother would support. That
certainly has cut through the heart of a very
complex health care debate.

During her testimony before the Senate
Finance Committee this week, something ex-
traordinary happened: Republican Senator
James Jeffords of Vermont, a leading expert
on health care, stepped forward and en-
dorsed our plan. I’m sure that after the acri-
mony of the budget debate, this cooperative
spirit comes as welcome news to all of you
as it does to me. Solving health care must
remain above politics. Indeed, I hope every
one of our legislative efforts in the months
ahead is done in the same bipartisan spirit.

I’ve said since the beginning of this debate,
I welcome—I need—good ideas and options
from everyone. No party, no person, no seg-
ment of the health care community owns all
the good ideas. After all, it was a Republican
President, Richard Nixon, who first rec-
ommended over 20 years ago extending
health coverage by asking every employer to
take responsibility for paying some of his em-
ployees’ health care costs. A current Repub-
lican Senator, Bob Packwood of Oregon,
sponsored that bill 20 years ago.

Already the fruits of bipartisan cooperation
are visible. In just a few months, we’ve
moved from deep alarm over health care to
designing a proposal, to crafting a solution.
As I said, we don’t have all the answers, and

we know that. But we have to find them,
and we do have a plan.

I believe this plan will work. It will guaran-
tee comprehensive health benefits to every
one of you. It’s based on the notion of pre-
serving and protecting what is best about
American health care and fixing what has
gone wrong.

My goal is to make the world’s finest pri-
vate health care system work better and work
for everyone. We’ve rejected a big Govern-
ment solution. We’ve rejected broad-based
taxes. We’ve insisted that small business be
protected. And I embrace the compassionate
American view that no one should go without
health care.

This plan will drastically cut the paperwork
that now clogs the American health care sys-
tem. It will maintain the highest quality
health care, and it will retain your right to
choose your doctors. In fact, for most of you,
your choices in health care will increase, not
decrease, if this plan passes.

The plan will keep health care costs down
by controlling spending, by providing free
preventive care that keeps us healthy and
saves money in the long run. It also asks all
of us to take more responsibility for paying
for a health care system that all of us use
but only some of us pay for.

We also ask everyone, every American, to
take more responsibility for personal behav-
ior. Just as insurance companies and doctors
and lawyers and the Government must take
more responsibility upon themselves to make
the system work better, so must each individ-
ual. It is the common sense and shared values
of our health security plan that are bringing
people of all political persuasions to the
cause.

I watched some of Hillary’s testimony. I
wish I could have seen more. We spent a
lot of time talking together about what she
learned from the Congress and how we can
make health care a reality for each of you.
I think we’ve done the responsible thing by
accepting this challenge, a challenge too long
delayed, and by beginning a truly construc-
tive bipartisan debate on what many have
characterized as the most important piece of
domestic legislation in a generation.

And I believe that once we succeed in pro-
viding health security to each of you, every
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family will have a chance to prosper and
dream again, freed from today’s fears: freed
from the fear that if you lose your job, you’ll
lose your health care; if your business goes
down, you’ll never have health care coverage;
if you get sick and you really need it, you
won’t have health care. Those fears have to
be done away with.

As we move forward we’ll continue to carry
with us the indelible memory of the thou-
sands of people we’ve talked to who have tan-
gled with the health care system and lost,
of the thousands who live in fear of losing
their health care, and to the plight of so many
of you who have played by the rules and lost
to a system that often doesn’t follow them.
Once heard, no one forgets those voices.

Thank you for making this a great begin-
ning, and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters on Russia
October 3, 1993

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I
have received a rather extended briefing on
what we know about what is going on in Rus-
sia, and I want to make a couple of comments
about it. First of all, it is clear that the vio-
lence was perpetrated by the Rutskoy-
Khasbulatov forces, that there has been sig-
nificant violence today in Moscow. It is also
clear that President Yeltsin bent over back-
wards to avoid the use of force, to avoid ex-
cessive force from the beginning of this, and
I still am convinced that the United States
must support President Yeltsin and the proc-
ess of bringing about free and fair elections.
We cannot afford to be in the position of
wavering at this moment or of backing off
or giving any encouragement to people who
clearly want to derail the election process and
are not committed to reform in Russia. So
we are following events moment by moment.
As you know, we have access to television
coverage there so you are also pretty current
on it. But that is the most I know now, and
that is our position.

Q. Do you think that Yeltsin can survive,
Mr. President, and will you cut off aid if he
is deposed?

The President. Well, I don’t expect him
to be deposed. I wouldn’t overreact to this,
now. I think the people clearly stand far more
supportive of him than the Rutskoy-
Khasbulatov and they seem—they don’t have
any organized military support that we’re
aware of. So we’ll just have to wait for devel-
opments, but I have no reason to believe that
he would be deposed.

Q. Mr. President, have you spoken to
President Yeltsin?

The President. No. I’m sure he’s got more
important things to do right now than to talk
to me, and I don’t think the United States
should be involved in the moment-to-mo-
ment management of this crisis, but I do
want him to know of my continued support
and the support of the United States.

Q. What can the U.S. Government do
right now?

The President. Well first of all, we can
get as much intelligence, as quickly as pos-
sible, about what’s going on, and we can do
our best to look after the safety of the Ameri-
cans who are there and the security of the
Embassy, which has received some attention
from our folks, and so far the reports on that
are good.

Q. Do you have any plans to cancel your
trip or postpone your trip in any way?

The President. No.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the Community in
Sacramento, California
October 3, 1993

Thank you very much. Thank you for com-
ing. Thank you for being here. Thank you
for doing what you have done for the United
States. It’s wonderful to be here. It’s wonder-
ful to be in Sacramento, and it’s great to be
at McClellan, and I thank you for all being
here with me today.
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